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Teaching our children to be proud 
and strong 


by Patricia Strobl 

I’ve been living in Germany for three years now. I 
enjoyed reading your newspaper on my last visit 
home. Sometimes we tend to forget how wonderful 
and unique our people really are. I grew up in a small 
Metis community in Manitoba. We never learned who 
we were in school. We learned about the cave people, 
the savages and the settlers, but what about each 
distinct tribe, the Ojibwa, the Cree, the Sioux. What 
about all the reasons for fighting against the Whites, 
were we really savage and didn’t need a reason to kill. 
They forgot to mention fighting and dying for our way 
of life and what the earth and the animals really 
meant to us. I think we really lost our ways once we 
accepted the European ways instead of our own but 
did we have a choice? Ask any 10-20 year old out there 
to describe an “Indian” and their ways, or even where 
the name came from. We need to educate our children 
that to be Indian is to be strong and proud, to protect 
and respect your family and friends, to be gaurdian 
and teacher for the younger generation. We have to 
teach them not to feel shame for the ones that have 
lost their ways but to be more sympathetic. I’ve 
written some poetry that I hope will be published in 
your next newspaper. I dedicate it to my sisters and 
brothers and to Elijah Harper, who did something 
great for our people. I think it’s not what you do or say 
that’s important, it’s more the outcome of what you’ve 
said or done that’s important. 
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Deregulation hits Native 
electrical utilities 
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The response by Steve West was one of dismissal 
says Big Bull, telling Natives to go back to Indian 
Affairs. “I explained to him we are still an REA and 
have to do business, and with all this deregulation 
happening we don’t have a clear direction where we 
stand as an Indian REA, because if the electrical 
utilities act doesn’t apply to us how do we go about 
ing ahead?” 

One new complication will be the filing of a distribu¬ 
tion tariff by each REA as well as such power giants 
as TransAlta, Alberta Power and EPCOR. Big Bull 
predicts that power bills will be going up in the year 
2000 as deregulation and distribution tariffs drive up 
competition and costs. What puzzles and angers Big 
Bull is that his own REA will be hit with new distri¬ 
bution tariffs and they still have no support or fund- 
ingto intervene and challenge elements of the Electri¬ 
cal Utilities Act. His anger is directed not only at the 
government but the federation as well, for their lack 
of consideration and consultation. 

Distribution tariffs must be filed by October of this 
year for approval by January 2000 and Big Bull says 
that many REAs are asking for more time to study the 
demands these new tariffs will make, studies that the 
Indian REAs are not conducting because of a lack of 
funds. 

Big Bull sees Native REAs falling into a grey area 
between federal and provincial jurisdictions. “That’s 
the crazy part of all this,” says Big Bull. “In the 
meantime we still have to expand resoufigjgjuwiHr- 
behalf, yet other REAs are getting financial incen- 



Capturf to|UR Dreams 
And MakeYcir Business Grow. 




'Mb wmk 



Y ou've always dreamed 
of running your own 
business and seeing it 
grow. We're the Business 
Development Bank of j 
Canada. Our Growth 
Capital for Aboriginal Business product increases 
your access to capital, whether your business is 
on or off reserve, in Canada. And we refund part 
of the interest you pay to the community 
organization or chatty of your choice. Give us 
a call'. 


J 888INFO-BDC / www.bdc.ca 







































ammom 

ftat^acXcarriedTweaponand had pointed it at ishc 
investigators who came to apprehend her children A 
and grandchildren, is now the focal point of a fatality Kat 

igssESSsafcs $J|. 

slim 

tinueMpr^sSVand' agalr^on^rin^M^ould not of the RCMP to Fhst 



team , led by Scotland , 


CASKENETTe. ^ braiden 


Jim D. Braiden 

Barrister & Solicitor 
B.A., LL.B. 


CALAHOO MEATS 
LIMITED 

Wholesale meats and frozen foods, 
specializing in supplying hotels, restaurants, 
institutions and industrial camps 

( 780) 458-2136 Fax(78o> 458-2146 

R.R. 1, Calahoo, Alberta TOG 0J0 


We salute Native business development 
Trom Tom Johnson and Staff at 


JOHNSON REALTY & INSURANCE LTD. I 



• a * a ***a»a*a»a.*a»a«a*a*a*a<» 


We salun-. f/ )e accomplishments 
in Aboriginal education, from 

HMT ATUHDAY & SUNDAY DINNER SPECIALS 
EXT SPECIAL. SATURDAY, FEB. 20 

refrigeration 1 

1 LOOMS M W Cmm BALL 


tOONlE POTHOTUHE 461 -1295 469-0407 






































































RBORKiNfll AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE 


OVER iOO TRUCKS IN STOCKS 

TAKE OVER PAYMENTS 

O ALL M/KES AND MODELS © BUY HERE PAY HERE! © 

© WE TAKE TRADES © PAYMENTS STARTING AT $39 PER WEEK © 
© OVER 5(0 TRUCKS CARS & VANS TO CHOOSE FROM © 

© OUT OFTTWN? CALL TOLL FREE AND WE WILL DELIVER © 



NO CREDIT i 

★ 1-80 




FORD F150 TRUCKS 

Large variety models, options, 
and colours, of Ford FI 50 
Supercabs, 2WDs & 4x4 Pick-up trucks 
from 1993 - 1998 

1998 - 1996 VE/flCLES 

Large variety of choices, 
all mak^cluding 

Ford Explorers #^ an 8 ers - CMC Jimmys, 
Sierras, Pi/*P S ' chev Cheyennes, 
Silverajjf^ 8, chev 7 B,azer vehicles 



LICATION REFUSED!! O A C 

- 447-0744 


★ 





































Alberta Native News February, 1999 


Saluting Native Artists 


Artist Profile: Roger Deranger 


IS “True 


Hello my name is Roger Deranger. I am a Denesuline whic 
People”'in our language. I come from the Big Lake area (Lake Athabasca) which 
is nearly centred within our vast traditional territory we call “Denesuline Nene” 
(Land of the True People). It covers portions of North Eastern Alberta, Northern 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba and the South mid-section of the Northwest Terri- 


My parents who are the last generation to live a nomadic lifestyle settled in the 
small mining town of Uranius City in 1950 where I was born. For the first few 
years of my early life, I played in a small two room log house which had no 
electricity or running water. It was on a hill that overlooked a good size lake. My 
late father was a traditional hunter and a trapper so our diet consisted mainly of 
caribou meat and an abundance offish, including many other small game. 

Then in the mid-fall of 1962, our large family of (16) siblings moved to Fort 
Chipewyan, Alberta by a large Indian Affairs boat. I remember that trip very well. 
When we got there, several of us (siblings) were immediately put into the 
residential school for 10 months of each year where I learned the basic skills of 
writing, reading and arithmetic. I also discovered my artistic ability in my first 
grade. Then toward our tenth year in that spiritless community, my late-father 
saw a cultural death that was slowly destroying us, so he started to talk about 
“Luezan Tue” which means Trout Lake. But the non-Natives call it Carswell Lake 
and it is about 40 miles south of the Big Lake on the Saskatchewan side. This place, 
he told us, is an ancient encampment site where our forebears usually lived during 
the beautiful summer seasons. As the months went by he told us more stories 


BythesummerrflM|3,J;herejvere21ofu^it^gthereinclutog^^® 






to manyjplaces and did many things. I worked in 
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OBI Systems, a computer company that cares 

by John Copley ' 

Founded in the summer of 1996, OBI Systems Inc. is a private, Aboriginally 
owned computer literacy enterprise based in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

“Our vision,” explained OBI Technical Director, Solomon Igor, during a recent 
conversation with Alberta Native News, “is to educate young minds in the area of 
language and culture. Our four-fold mission is to provide affordable multi-media 
software for academic learning, to serve our clients with diligence and honesty, to : 
provide quality and affordable service and to compete in the open market 
respect and dignity.” 

OBI Systems is involved in just about every aspect of computer technology and N< 
offers a variety of services and products guaranteed to meet or exceed today’s th 






some schools within Saskatchewan and the response has been quite positive. The 
3 available in the Cree, Dene, and Sioux dialects as well as in 
Objibway languages.” 
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The travels of 
Herb Lazarre 


by Malcolm McColl 


Herb Lazarre, 38, is an aspiring Native artist, “All 
my pictures are explanations of the culture," said 
Lazarre, a Nakaz'dli from Fort St. James, B.C. It is 
the fourth year of an avidpursuit ofhis goal, “I find my 
inspiration in the oral traditions and the Native 
traditions that I find in my travels.” He feels natural 
doing the art. “I decided to take it up after a ‘sweat’ in 
Alberta. I was at Poundmakers Lodge on a retreat.” 

Lazarre took up ink, pencil, oil and acrylic to convey 
the message in Native symbols. “I am self-taught. I 
went to Catholic Indian Day School on the reserve. I 
went up to grade seven. Then I took GED in 1982. 
Today I listen to the stories of the Elders. I am 
growing more aware of the traditions all the, time. The 
customs and beliefs are very useful in fighting alcohol 
and drug addiction.” 

Lazarre calls Dawson Creek home these days. It is 
mostly a mailing address, however. “I have been 
following the powwow trail since 1994. I’ve been 
everywhere on the continent. One of my favourite 
memories is the powwow in Albuquerque, NM. I’ve 
been back and forth across the continent twice. I seek 
a healing message and I am searching for serenity. 
I’m still trying to find it. I’ve been around to a lot of 

He plans to put his message on computers and 
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market the healing message around the world. He 
also wants to start a business that markets cultural 
items. The truth may be that Lazarre wants to get the 
itch to travel out of his feet. He shared one of his 
messages over a cup of coffee in Nanaimo. He tells the 
message that accompanies one ofhis first drawings. 
In his travels he sells the prints and transcripts to 
shops or in chance encounters. 

The drawing is accompanied by a story called War¬ 
rior’s Prayer. “The prayer of the Warrior is; Great 
Almighty Creator, reform the world beginning with 
me. Mother Earth is crying because of the darkness 
that is chaos, the destruction of trees and the deple¬ 
tion of the ozone layer. Grandmother Moon repre¬ 
sents the Creator (Higher Power) who can overcome 
that darkness. 

“We live upon Mother Earth. We learn something 
every day no matter how old we are. You are only 
young once. But you can be childish most of your life, 
Mountains above the animals with the evening star, 
the Raven as the Warriors feather, so the Warrior’s 


wisdom may blossom, cause the power of the Raven to 
be very Intelligent. 

“Eagle is the messenger cause he flies the highest 
and the closest to the Creator and Happy Hunting 


“A white coloured feather on the woman represents 
peace, because a long time ago, we used to fight and 
war amongst each other. The Big Dipper and the stars 
represents the illumination of all Creation with it’s 
happy hunting grounds within its grasp. On a clear 
night you see the Big Dipper and the line from the two 
bottom comer stars. Shoot straight across the vast 
spacious sky and you should be able to find the Small 
Dipper so when you get side tracked on the Path of 
Life you may stop and get your bearing straight.” 

Lazarre is sincerely searching for an honest path. 
He said, “I hope this will help in the search for 
serenity. Everyone searches for God, in the moun¬ 
tains, in the churches and other vast numbers of 
congregations. But too often we forget to look within 
our own hearts.” 
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Under the Northern Sky 



Celebrating the return 
of the geese 

by Xavier Kataquapit 

Often I find myself trying to explain my culture to non-Native friends. Take for 
instance the goose, and the special meaning and place this bird has in the Cree 
culture. I feel sometimes that we as Aboriginal people have survived to help our 


modern day brothers and sisters find their way back to the land. Let me tell you 
a story. 

I look out into the horizon, it stretches all around me. I am alone in my goose 
blind, between the frozen bay to the east and the thin tree line to the west. A cool 
May breeze blows. Yet the warm spring sun warms my face. Snow still covers the 
ground but the beginnings of patches of mud and grass hint at a warmer season. 
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The mounds of snow I made to stand my decoys is giving way to warmer n 
: kneeling on my mat of tree boughs, hidden by the branches and grass 
" ' 1 ” - 1 —* ||j— J me. I wait silently. 

>mething that just about everybody in 


gathered and carefully placed ai 

This is an annual pilgrimage ana something that just about everybody in my 
home town of Attawapiskat does this time of year. Entire families anxiously 


anticipate the coming of the goose hunt. They journey to the edge of Jan 
Akamiski Island and to the mushkeg flats further inland. The community 
becomes smaller, almost everyone heads out; entire families pack up what they 
need and board up their houses. It almost feels like a ghost town. 

Alone on these snow covered mud shore flats, I think of all my Native ancestors 
that came before me. These are my people’s traditional hunting grounds full of 
memories and ancestral spirit. 

The geese have come back and I am thankful for their return as they will bring 
food. I am not here just to shoot the geese, sometimes I merely watch and listen 
as they fly by. I don’t even try to call or wave them over with my goose wing. Their 
distant honking stirs a feeling in me that spans generations. This is not about 
shooting geese—it is about survival. I am no great hunter but I take what I can 
to feed my family and friends. This is where we Cree can,touch something real and 
make sense out of the contusion and chaos that surrounds us. 

The sight of the land out here where I was raised makes me feel good. As evening 
approaches and the sun goes down, fiery red against a silhouette of treeline, 1 take 
it all irt and bask in this quiet scene. It will have to do me until the geese come 
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The Bear Trail 


The Bear Trail is provided by the 
Lac La Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource Unit 
who are dedicated to providing quality educational 
resources to all the people of the First Nations. 


Collected and illustrated by James Ratt; Told by Roderick Bird 



Once upon a time, long ago, an old man decided to take his rifle and wait by a 
bear trail close to a creek. He knew that there was a bear feeding in the evenings 
on fish from the creek. He lay down where the bear wouldn’t see him or catch his 
scent. Sure enough just before sunset he heard a noise and he got his rifle ready. 



Instead of a bear he saw a Wihtiko. It was looking from side to side with 
rolling upwards in its head. The Wihtiko passed so close to where he w; 
he was overpowered by its smell of rotted flesh. 



He got his tent and his supplies. He paddled most of the night to get to a 
settlement of people who were finishing a season of spring trapping. 
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Natives make headlines at 
Canadian cowboy festival 

by John Copley 

To find a prime example of mom and dad’s age-old adage, 1166? working hard and 
eventually it 11 pay off, you don’t have to go any further than Calgary, Alberta. 
That’s where one the country’s most promising Native entertainers is causing a 
ruckus, one that’s turning heads and putting smiles on people’s faces. That rising 
star is Wendy (Oti) Walker, not an unfamiliar name in Indian Country—and one 
that’s getting more popular every day. 

“If you work hard,” admitted the exuberant Metis singer, songwriter and now 
producer, “it eventually comes full circle. I just hope that sun keeps shining'” 

As it did on the seventh day of February when her Afternoon With Aboriginal 
■ Women entertainment gala turned out to be the highlight of a weekend filled with 
cowboy poetry, trade exhibits, gospel services and foot stomping country music. 

Oti’s all-Aboriginal musical extravaganza took place at Calgary’s Telus Conven¬ 
tion Centre. The show was the capper for a three-day festival that included names 
like Ian Tyson, Laura Vinson, Daughters of the Purple Sage and Queen of the 
West, Dale Evans. 

This year the popular festival opened with the Bully Awards Gala, an event 
hosted by Ian Tyson and designed to pay tribute to individuals and groups who 
have contributed and enhanced the cowboy lifestyle. More than 10,000 people 
turned up to see the show, shop at the exhibits and get the autograph of their 
favourite personality. Well known artists and exhibitors attending the event 
included Rocky Barstad, Dale Auger and Darryl Bird. 

With close to 70,000 square feet of meeting space at the Telus Centre, the 
downtown venue proved to be the ideal setting for this year’s event. 

“It is always nice to perform in this building,” agreed Walker, “because it’s clean, 
friendly, well-located and easy to find your way around in.” 

More than 700 spectators found their way to the 600-plus capacity auditorium, 
filling it to the brim as they sat, stomped, clapped, cheered and cat-called their way 
through three hours of fantastic entertainment, provided by Walker and others 
during An Afternoon With Aboriginal Women. 

“It’s one of the most exciting shows I’ve ever been involved in,” said Walker, who 
sought out the sponsors, lined up the entertainment and produced the entire gala. 
“Last year it went well but we lacked sponsorship. This year I think you can see 
the difference a little extra preparation makes." 

Shell Canada sponsored An Afternoon with Aboriginal Women, as did the 
Canadian Cowboy Festival Association. Shell’s Native Liaison officer, Craig 
Barraclough attended the event, and enjoyed it. 

‘The place was really hopping, everybody was having a good time and the 
entertainment was excellent,” remarked Mr. Barraclough when contacted by 
Alberta Native News. He said Shell often gets behind these types of events, 
especially when they highlight the positive aspects of education, environment and 

“Our women are something else,” applauded Walker, talking about the show’s 
listfitaatertainers. “What anopener we had in Olivia Tailfeathers, now that’sreal 
entertainment.” 

Wendy’s very original version of Canada’s national anthem included the 
accompaniment of the Kamai Grassland Singers, the drum group Nakoda Lodge, 
the incomparable Olivia Tailfeathers, world class hoop dancer, Lisa Odjig and 
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“It’s going to be hard,” she agreed, “but something tells me we are going to do it.” 


REVIEW OF THE 
BINGO INDUSTRY 


Written submissions are now being accepted as part of a review of the 
bingo industry in the province. 

The review is being led by the Bingo Review Committee, which is made 
up of an impartial chairman, an MLA, and members of the bingo industry 
and charitable sector. 

Details of the review are contained in the terms of reference document 
Review of the Bingo Industry, available from the office below. The deadline 
for written submissions, and to express interest in making a verbal 
presentation to the committee, is March 22,1999. 

The following groups are highly encouraged to participate: 

• Bingo associations and their member groups 

• Community (non-association) bingo groups 

• First Nations and Metis organizations 

• Interested organizations which presently do not 
have access to bingo 

Input is also invited from bingo facility landlords and gaming suppliers. 

Meetings to hear verbal presentations will be held in April and/or May in 
Grande Prairie, Fort McMurray, St. Paul, Edmonton, Red Deer, Calgary, 
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat. Times, dates and locations will be announced 

For further details, or a copy of Review of the Bingo Industry, please 
contact: 

Bingo Review Committee 
11th Floor, Commerce Place 
10155-102 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4G8 

Telephone: (780) 422-8047 Fax: (780) 415-2182 
To call toll free, dial 310-0000 and then dial 422-8047. 

Bingo is a form of charitable gaming licensed and 
regulated in the province by the Alberta Gaming and 
Liquor Commission. 
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Focus on Business 


Five Native groups meet with Canada’s premiers this week 



Saluting the success of Native business 

First Nations Custom Made Rings 

10K, 14K or Sterling Silver by 

Specializing in First Nations, Metis. Inuit and Innu logo 
engraving for rings • Corporate Jewellery • Graduation rings with 
school logo • Logo and choice of gemstone elegantly designed 
• Any logo can be engraved tor business or any occasion 
• Specializing in personalized wedding rings 
• Aboriginal jewellery available; earrings, pendants, charms, 



Aboriginal Owned 


zFranX- f/etf) e//e/s 
tic Q&outicjae- 


Phone (204) 444-2962 • Fax (204) 444-3316 
623 Ash Grove, Oakbank, MB ROE IJO 


'We salute the ^Aboriginal artists 
anl Wish them continued success 

ALBERTA WILBERT 
SALES LTD. 


WATER SYSTEMS 



(780) 447-2222 


TOLL FREE 1-800-232-7385 
FAX (780) 447-1984 

•SEPTICTANKS • HOLDING TANKS 

• WATER CISTERNS - GARAGE SUMPS 

• POLY & FIBERGLASS TANKS 

• EFFLUENT PUMPS 

• CISTERN PUMPS 
•PARKING CURBS 

• AND A COMPLETE SUPPLY 

OF ACCESSORIES 



L 16910-129 AVE. NW, EDMONTON, AB ^ 


having us as full and equal participants in the talks 
looks like lip-service to the Chiefs and the First 
Nations people.” 

Fontaine made it clear that Canada’s First Nations 
communities are not “merely passive recipients of 
social programs” offered by other governments. 

“They have the right,” he emphasized, “under Cana- 

governing their own communities. They (also) have 
the right to engage in discussions with other govern- 
mentsonhow larger, national frameworks for govern¬ 
ment will be established, and how programs will be 
delivered.” 

Since Fontaine’s election victory last summer the 
AFN has been forging anew and positive relationship 
with government. Fontaine’s positive action (and out¬ 
look) has created both goodwill and progress while 
securing both additional funding and an apparent 
renewed interest from all sectors of Canadian society. 
The AFN’s efforts, however, have not yet managed to 
pry open the doors for Canadian Aboriginals unable to 
fly their flags under the First Nations’ banner. 

“We’ve become a bloody addendum to everything 
that’s going on," said a frustrated Harry Daniels, 
President ofthe Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP), 
an organization that represents more than three 
quarters of a million Canadian Natives. “What we’re 
dealing with in most cases is a fait accompli. Every¬ 
thing is done. All the agreements are made, they’ve 
cut up the cash and they’re headed for the trees.” 


We salute all Native entrepreneurs ~ 
ur dedication and hard work will pave the roa 
to future Aboriginal business successes, 
from the 

Wapahoo Inn 






owned 

and 

operated 
by the 

Bigstone Band 
Enterprises Ltd. 


• Satellite Colour TV • 40 Rooms 
Located 1/2 mile north of Desmarais, Alberta 
Give your hosts 

Darrel Auger and Corrina O’Bee a call! 
Phone (780) 891-2222 
or Fax (780) 891-2943 


Daniels says if government is unwilling to guaran¬ 
tee all of Canada’s N atives an opportunity to have an 
input into decision making processes that affect them, 
they shouldn’t expect much cooperation in return. 

“Do they really think that anything reasonable is 
going to happen after they have hived off for them¬ 
selves the control and the power?” he questioned. 

Mdtis Nation Council (MNC) President Gerald 
Morin, saysNative invoIVemerit iS ifrudal’aftd’toe^! 
sary. Readying for the meeting with the premiers, 
Morin said “we have to talk about preventing this 
kind of exclusion from taking place again. We have to 
talk about being treated fairly.” 

Fontaine, concerned about how the social union 
agreement will affect First Nations, is hesitant to 
believe all he hears. “The Prime Minister,” he stated, 
“said our participation was not required at the Social 
Union negotiations because it is an ‘administrative 
arrangement’. In fact, the agreement contains signifi¬ 
cant changes to federal/provincial/territorial relations. 
These changes directly impact Aboriginal and treaty 
rights protected in the constitution. This (February 
22) will be an important meeting to address serious 
matters that directly affect the daily lives of our 

Other groups attending the meeting include the 
Native Women’s Association and the Inuit Tapirisat. 
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Saluting the continuing achievements 

■■MB'* '■■■ 


of all Native artists, from 

mmr* ^ r ~-mm 


Venture Law Group 

■K WtM 


Personal Injury Lawyers 

CanAmera 


No FEE Until You Collect 

Foods 


Free Initial Consultation 



Ken Heintz, Senior Partner 



Edmonton, Alberta Toll Free 

2190 South Service Rd. W. • Oakville, Ontario • Canada L6L 5N1 


(780) 450-2929 1-800-685-9826 
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Member of Parliament 
for the Churchill con¬ 
stituency in northern 
Manitoba in 1993. 

An Honorary Chief 
for Life of the Red 
Sucker Indian Band (he 
was Chief from 1978- 
1981), he has received 
the Stanley Knowles 
Humanitarian Award, 
the Governor General’s 
Commemorative Medal 
of Canada, the Aborigi¬ 
nal Achievement 
Award, the Order of 
Merit from St. Paul’s 
University, and the 
Order of the Sash from 
the Manitoba Mdtis 
Federation. An interna¬ 
tional advocate for In¬ 
digenous and Human 
rights, Mr. Harper or¬ 
ganized the Sacred As¬ 
sembly in 1995 to pro¬ 
mote Aboriginal justice 
through reconciliation 
and spiritual healing 
between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal 
peoples. 

The Indian Claims 
Commission is a body 
established to inquire 
into and make recom¬ 
mendations on disputes 
between First Nations 
and the government of 
Canada over the rejec¬ 
tion of a specific claim 
or on disagreements 
between the parties on 
the compensation cri¬ 
teria used in negotiat¬ 
ing settlements. The 
commission can also 
arrange for mediation 
services at the request 
of both parties. There 
are currently five com¬ 
missioners on the ICC. 



If you're 
concerned 
about the 

Year 2000 
Bug... 





Together, we can beat the Bug!" 


No one has all the answers. 

But we can help. 

None of your equipment should stop working 
altogether. But timing devices could be a problem on 
some VCRs, fax machines, security alarms, digital 
thermostats, answering machines, and video and digital 
cameras. We can help you to get Year 2000 information 
supplied by appliance retailers and manufacturers. 

Your car 

Manufacturers say it is highly unlikely that the Bug will 
cause car problems. We can show you what several of 
the major car manufacturers have to say about the Bug 
and their products. 

Don’t wait until you have a problem to begin finding 
out about the Year 2000 Bug. Start now! Watch for the 
Millennium Bug Homecheck guide in your mailbox 
For more information call: 

1 800 270-8220 

TTY: 1 800 465-7735 

Or visit us at: 

www.canada.gc.ca 

Canad'a' 


When the year 2000 rolls around, your personal computer 
could get confused. It could start to read the year 2000 as 
the year 1900. Essentially, that's the Millennium Bug. Lots 
of other electronic devices could catch it too, but your 
computer is the most vulnerable. Hardware, software, 
operating systems, data - all could be affected. So could 
printers, modems, and scanners. We can show you how 
to test your computer for possible Year 2000 difficulties. 
And we can help you to find out which products and 
suppliers are Bug-free. 

Your finances 

Canada's banks, other deposit-taking institutions and 
related organizations such as VISA MasterCard, and the 
Interac Association expect to have their technology fully 
prepared. They are developing back-up systems and 
contingency plans to deal with any unforeseen events. If 
you have questions, you should contact your financial 
institution. 

Your household appliances 

You probably don't have to worry about your appliances. 
The Bug will hit only those that depend on dates to work 
properly. If you can unplug an appliance and then turn it 
back on without having to reset anything, it should be OK. 
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Building Our Communities 


First Nations take steps to manage their own housing 



Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 
and two tribal councils signed memoranda of under¬ 
standing (MOUS) in Calgary recently that pave the 
way for First Nations organizations to look after their 



36 REGULAR GAMES 
9 - Half the House Games 
1 BONANZA -1 Early. Bird and LORD EVEN Game 

AFTERNOONS 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird 1:00 Pre-Call 1:30 Regular 

EVENING GAMES 

Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 
7 p.m. Bonanza Pre-Call 7:30 Regular 

Regular and Gold Cards 
OVER 90 SATELLITE WINNERS TO PATE 
Baby sitting service available 
age 2 years to 11 years 


5904-50 St., Leduc, AB 



programs. Under the agreements the tribal councils 
will eventually perform these activities on a fee-for- 
service basis on behalf of CMHC. The transfer of 
activities will likely be phased in to allow for any 
training that may be needed. 

“CMHC is committed to working with First Nations 
organizations to make the transfer of activities a 
success,” says T. J. Lee, CMHC’s Manager of Assisted 
Housing. “The transfer of CMHC’s on-reserve hous¬ 
ing activities to First Nations organizations will cre¬ 
ate jobs and improve living conditions for Aboriginal 
people—particularly in the prairies, where over 40 
percent of Canada’s Aboriginal population reside." 

“The MOU we signed marks the start of a new 
relationship between First Nations and CMHC,” says 
Greg Smith, Executive Director of Treaty 7. “It is a 
step toward us managing our on-reserve housing 
portfolio to better benefit Treaty 7.” 

This is the first time that CMHC has signed MOUs 
of this kind with any First Nation organization. Al¬ 
though the Treaty 7 and Keewatin Tribal Councils 
are the first to participate, the MOUs will serve as 


guides for future agreements with other First Nations 
organizations in Canada. 

MOUs are a result of recommendations made in the 
1995 report Gathering Strength: Report of the Royal 
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, in which the com¬ 
mission recommended that First Nations organiza¬ 
tions assume jurisdiction over their housing as soon 
as possible. The commission also recommended that 
the federal government provide First Nations organi¬ 
zations with the necessary financial and technical 
support. As the federal government’s housing agency, 
CMHC will implement these recommendations. 

The Treaty 7 Tribal Council represents seven First 
Nations in Southern Alberta. The Keewatin Tribal 
Council represents 11 First Nations in Manitoba. 

CMHC has been helping to house Canadians for 
more than 50 years. In addition to delivering on and 
off-reserve housing programs, the corporation offers 
mortgage loan insurance products, conducts housing 
research, and works with the housing industry to 
expand the export of Canadian expertise, products 
and services to other countries. 


Saluting the entrepreneurial spirit necessary in 
furthering Aboringinal economic development. 
In this new year, and many more to come, 
economic development has become vital 
to the bright future of our children 



rSaCutinc) tfie luaseu 

xsm. it 

r Store and feeding supplies 

Afottiell 1 780-439-SEED (7333) 

Come and see our new location at Letourneau Centre 
4712 - 99 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5H5 


Me salute alt business entrepreneurs. Best wishes in 
all yirur business endeavours. Irons Use staff at 

J urban 

n [J SCAFFOLDING LTD.- 

12112-156 Street, 
/VP if Edmonton, Alberta 

if \ 1 (780) 452-5950 

Fax (780) 452-2476 



Our Native artists 
have always been our visionaries, 
and we saluteyou 

RED ROAD HEALING SOCIETY 

Our vision is to walk with all our 
relatives on the red road of life by 
remembering, renewing and restoring 
our traditional roles and values 
as Indigenous peoples. 

3010 - 119 Ave. ' Ph. 1 -780-471 -3220 

Edmonton, AB 1-780-471-3221 

T5W4T4 Fax 1-780-471-2750 

E-mail: redroad@oanet.com 


We salute all Native entrepreneurs; our dedication 
and hard work pave the road to future success, from 

G.W. ENTERPRISES 

Ph: (780) 585-4073 ■ Fax: (780) 585-4230 

Proud to offer the following services: 

Project Management 

^.Commercial and Residential Construction 
^.Municipal Sewer and Water Treatment 
^.Consulting 
► Inspecting 
^ Gravel Hauling 
^.Road Building 

GW INTIRPRISIS 

P. O. Box 748, Hobbema, Alberta TOC INO 

PROUD TO HAVE CONTRIBUTED IN MANY 
FIRST NATION CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
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Okanese First Nation takes 
greater control of its affairs 

The Okanese First Nation has entered into a new and more modem fiscal 
relationship with the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
(DIAND). 

This FTA is a new type of joint funding agreement that will be more conducive 
to long-term planning and cost-efficient management and covers a range of 
programs and services, includingland management, Indian Registry, elementary 
and post-secondary education, operation and maintenance of roads, sewers and 
sanitation, social assistance, home care, on-reserve housing, economic develop¬ 
ment and First Nation governance. This agreement strengthens accountability to 
Okanese First Nation members by incorporating the principles of transparency, 
disclosure and redress. 
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Health and Education 


Feds allocate extra $350 m. 
for Native health, housing 


by John Copley 

Ten days before federal Finance Minister Paul 
Martin announced his budget figures for 1999, Cana¬ 
da’s Grand Chief and leader of the Assembly of First 
Nations (AFN) stood atop a podium and predicted 
that help was on the way, and that the sorry state of 
Aboriginal health would soon get an injection of 
goodwill, and money. He was absolutely right on both 
counts. 

Hard work, successful talks with government and a 
more than amiable working partnership with Depart¬ 
ment of Indian Affairs Minister, Jane Stewart, have 
paid off for Canada’s most popular Native figure and 
for the members of the 600-plus First Nations com¬ 
munities his organization represents. 

Making his prediction during his final speech at a 
recent three-day assembly on Aboriginal health is¬ 
sues, Chief Fontaine said help would come via the 
new federal budget, where he’d hoped that his pleas 
for aid would be met with both governmental concern 
and enough financial inspiration to get Aboriginal 
health back on track. 

In a budget announcement that surprised, and 
pleased many Canadians, Ottawa has promised to 
help Canada’s Native communities cope better, fee' 
better and live better—and they’ve started the proc 
ess off with more than $350 million dollars in addi 
tional funding. 

The money, welcomed by Chief Fontaine, is ear¬ 
marked for health and housing, though the well 
known and highly regarded silver-haired National 
Chief says the “biggest challenge we face is poverty, 
and that creates a whole number of social ills.” 

Mr. Fontaine said the announcement “leads us to 
believe that everything that needs to be done to 


O'loyd h/aolut' 




The three day health conference held at the begin¬ 
ning of February heard suggestions that funding 
could be made available to aid issues like home care, 
diabetes, mental health and data collection. Mr. 
Fontaine told reporters at that time that $300 million 
would provide a good start, and would enable him and 
others to begin addressing Native health issues in a 
progressive way. 

The recently approved funding, which will be deliv¬ 
ered over a three year period, includes $49 million 
next year, $144 million in2000-01 and $159 million in 
2002. The recent promise of funds brings the total 
money govemmenthas committed to Aboriginal causes 


(since the release of the Royal Commission on Abo¬ 
riginal Peoples in 1996) to more than $1 billion. Last 
year government set aside $700 million under the 
Gathering Strength initiative, designed to aid Cana¬ 
da’s Indigenous peoples in their quest for autonomy 
and self-determination, 

The added funds for Aboriginals are right in line 
with what Minister Jane Stewart was seeking from 
the finance department. Commenting that “there’s 
been confirmation with the extension of funding that 
we’re on the right track," Minister Stewart said she ■ 
was happy with the amount, though acknowledged 
that additional money will be needed to settle land 



We salute the hard work and commitment of Aboriginal entrepreneurs, 

from Parkland jFuneral Services 

Don Morton 

3502 - 44 Avenue, Stony Plain, Alberta T7Z 1 LI 

FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 

nanatohk kesi wTcihkawinawaw mina 
katipamakwawinawaw ispi tepemoyeko. 

kitayimetenawaw opikinawasowin, pe pikiskwek: 
Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 

Funeral Director 

Representative for REMCO MEMORIALS 

Ph: (780) 963-2520 

Complete training, support and reimbursement 

© If you like young people and enjoy being a parent, 
call (Sask.) Foster Care Services 1-800-667-7002 


PRIDE, SPIRIT and ACHIEVEMENT 

The Paralympic Sports Association (PSA) is a non-profit 
organization which provides a variety of athletic and recreation 
programs for persons with a physical disability in the City of 

PSA has embarked on its annual 
telephone fund-raising campaign in the 
Edmonton region. When our canvasser 
calls, please remember that your 
donation will be used locally to provide 
opportunities to disabled children and 
adults in your community. 

Give Generously - From The Heart! 

Tq join or more information on the 
Paralympic Sports Association, 
please call 1780] 439-8687 



Saluting the Aboriginal artists 

AAA “TRIPLE A” 

DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Cassios 
Certified Dental Mechanic (Denturist) 

(403) 424-9645 


COMPUTER TRAINING 
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Anishnabe Education and Training Circle 
at Georgian College 


Security Officer Career College 
delivers onsite training 


"SSSSsSS 


The Nicola Valley 
Institute of Technology 


N Land, 


Join the NViT community today!!! 
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Prison-Deterrent Video focuses on women 


A Message to our Younger Sisters is a thirty-i 
;ideo that will reach women at-risk for incarceratioi 
drug and alcohol abuse and other violen 



Give your Nation's members 
a competitive edge with 

Learn-Rite Courses 


(780) 532-0353 

10133 • 94 Ave., Grande Prairi 


HzS ALIVE 
WHMIS / TDG 
FIRST AID 
WELL SERVICE BOP 


FOR THE BEST IN 
HzS ALIVE TRAINING 
BOOK AN 

APPOINTMENT TODAY 
20 YEARS PETROLEUM 
INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE 
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Resource i Economic Development 


Opening boardroom doors 


Syncrude’s relationship with the Metis, Chipewyan and Cree communities of 
northeastern Alberta demonstrates how Aboriginal people can survive—and 
flourish—alongside corporate Canada. 




DIVERSIFY 


Save Money 


Make Money 


Russel Metals 


•SSt:si*» D - o ' 45 ' L 

•as 

• Professional sawmills from $10,742 


’ SHIL 

1 - 705 - 357-3373 
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Critics label farmed fish as dangerous 


Protecting Mother Earth 



by Malcolm McColl 

Arthur Dick Jr. is a Namgis First Nation member 
from Alert Bay, British Columbia on Cormorant Is¬ 
land. It is the main centre for the Namgis First 
Nation. The Namgis territory is wilderness at the 
iorth end of Vancouver Island and islands in the 
_trait. Alert Bay is famous as the home of Mungo 
Martin, coastal leader of the carving renaissance. 
Regarding industry, the people are knowledgeable 
about wild salmon and other stocks of fish and sea- 
)d. 

Dick is an Aboriginal Fisheries Guardian. In his 

_ities touring the waters of the straits he must 

inspect the fish farms. “I don’t see any good in fish 
farms themselves. I really don’t,” he said. “First there 
are the tons of feed they dump in the nets. And there 
are 19 nets (average) per farm. They use seven tons of 
feed per week to feed the fish. A lot of that feed drops 
to the ocean floor and destroys habitat on the bottom.” 

Dick said, “The daily news had a report about the 
__sh containing no immunity to new viruses. It’s 
because the smolts are fed antibiotics. You need a 
protective suit to work with smolts. I worked with 
adult fish. I believe the nets may have been treated 
ith some kind of antibiotic.” 

The farms inspected by Dick’s crew are run by Stolt 
Sea Farms. “Stolts is state of the art,” he said, “and 
others don’t have that standard. Still, you know, there 
are reports of diseases. We go out there and take a look 
it the fish.” He noted the stench. 

Dick named off several sites, “Viners Cover, Smiths 
Rock, Glacier Falls, Kingcome Inlet. They go any¬ 
where. Fish farms are self- governing. If a pen escapes 
they have no obligation to report the loss before 24 
hours goes by. The government added convenience by 
making it against the law to go after escaped fish. 
Recovery of escaped fish is against the law. Now we 
have reports of Atlantics in the lakes.” 

The Suzuki Foundation and the Sierra Legal Defense 
Fund decried the discovery of Atlantic salmon in fresh 
waters on Vancouver Island. They call it “devastating 
for B.C.’s wild salmon stocks.” 

Dick would agree, “Atlantics have different dis¬ 



CHEMICAL rrn. 

kmwwv^ 

INDUSTRIES yji 




eases. Any outbreaks would surely have 
local stock.” 

The Atlantic salmon were found in salmonid form 
by a provincial crew. After capture they were exam¬ 
ined by provincial biologists. Fisheries reported “the 
first validated report of reproduction for introduced 
Atlantic salmon, anywhere in the world.” 

Jim Fulton is the executive director of the David 
Suzuki Foundation. He said, “We have warned gov¬ 
ernment and industry about this possibility for years 
and they have done nothing to stop it. It has happened 
in at least one B.C. river and the consequences, of 
Pacific salmon stocks are potentially devastating." 

One critic accused federal fisheries officials of sup¬ 
pressing information about the introduced species of 
salmon. The environmental defense groups want ban¬ 
ning of open salmon nets by fish farms. They call for 
an end to importation of Atlantic salmon eggs and 
removal of existing eggs. 

Anne McMullin of the B.C. Salmon Fish Farms 
Association replied that “those demands would shut 
down the industry.” 

The association cites a federal government report 
on salmon aquaculture. It states that the current 
level of production presents low probability adverse 
effects to the province’s environment and to humans. 
Some changes are needed in the way the salmon 
aquaculture industry is managed. The government 
wants a sustainable approach to salmon aquaculture. 

Through association with fish farm companies and 
other methods the government intends to improve 
accountability. There are over one dozen companies 
operating over 100 farms. “Greater openness, consul¬ 
tation and information sharing are required for pub¬ 
lic trust. The public is dissatisfied with the present 
lack of access to informa¬ 
tion on salmon aquacul- 


SAWMILL $4895. 


FREE 

INFORMATION 

Norwood Sawmills 
RR2 

Kilworthy, Ontario 
POE 1 GO 

1-800- 

661-7746 



the policy of Chemical Industries Inc. to utilize 
ting technologies in providing safe and 
environmentally friendly products. We pledge to 
continually seek out new and better products that go 
hand in hand with Mother Nature. Chemical Industries 
Inc. manufactures and distributes products for 
FACILITIES, OIL and GAS, ROAD MAINTENANCE, and 
the INDUSTRIAL SECTOR. For more information contact 
us at either our Toronto or Alberta offices and receive 
your FREE 1999 Executive Leather-bound Daily Planner. 

WALTER M.WILK PRESIDENT 
5407 Eglinton Ave. W, Suite 106, Toronto, ON M9C 5K6 

Ph: (416) 695-0406 Fax: (416) 695-3964 
Toll Free: 1-800-561-4919 

105,1530 - 27 Ave. N.E., Calgary, Alberta T2E 7S6 

Ph: (403) 571 -7979 Fax: (403) 571 -7977 
Toll Free: 1-800-447-1437 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


SALES ASSOCIATE 

Chemicallndustrieslnc is currentlyseeking Aboriginals 
with prior sales and/or general maintenanceexperience 
for the territories of Alberta, British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon marketing environmentally 
safe industrial maintenance chemicals. 


“You CARE About A Safe Community” 

We CARE As Well 


Celanese Canada Inc. employs 
about 750 people and has been 
upgrading Alberta’s resources 
in the eastern part of Edmonton 
since 1953 


Celanese 
Canada Inc. 


Celanese 


Saluting the efforts of all who protect and preserve the environment 

START-RITE DRIVER 
EDUCATION LTD. 


• Class 1+3 Licences 

• Defensive Driving 
■ Alberta Air-Brakes 

1 Oil Reid Driver Training Program (GODI) 


• Driver Evaluation 

• Transportation of 
Dangerous Goods 

• First Aid/CPR 




(780) 532-0173 

TOLL FREE 1-888-817-8278 

8649 - 110A STREET. GRANDE PRAIRIE, ALBERTA ( 


Saluting. all Qlxdioe entrepreneur! - gnar dedication and hard 
work panel the raad fa future cdboriqinal httlinen ineeeuei, front 

Appliance Recyclers Corp. 

SAVE UP TO 75% OFF ON ALL APPLIANCES 

■ Over 450 models in stock to choose from 

■ Many brands, styles and sizes 

■ All appliances wholesale prices 
|with one-year no-hassle warranty) 

■ Canada's largest appliance manufacturer 

Great for housing, public works 
and social services 

Retail Stores 
South (780)431-0101 
North (780) 472-9700 
Bowness (403) 247-7857 
Service Plants 
Blackfoot (403) 243-2088 
Edmonton (780) 468-4628 


3825 - 99 Street, Edmonton, AB 
13030 - 50 Street, Edmonton, AB 
6319 Bowness Rd. NW, Calgary, AB 
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n please call collect 
Phone: (780) 632-2900 Fax: (780) 632-4056 
5245 - 51 Avenue, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 1M4 


Call your local Aboriginal dealer now! 

We will get you driving your new vehicle today, 
these people did: 


ntures; Danny Bellrose, Driftpile; Sandy Dion, Frog Lake; 
Suzanne uuinney, saddle Lake; Mrs. Singer, Frog Lake; Ms. Potts, Hobbema; 
Roland Laboucane, Fox Lake; Connie Anderson, Gift Lake; 

Clifford Fryingpan, Frog Lake; Rocky Wade, Frog Lake; Keith Fryingpan, Frog Lake 
Mrs. McGlivery, Wabasca; Eddfy Kywahat, Edmonton; Terence Tallman, Slave Lake 
George Brertton, Saddle Lake; Michael Waskahat, Frog Lake; 
nhristinn Nahachick, Atikameg; Mary Potskin, Sawridge; Shelley Cardinal, Frog Lai* 
, Kehewin; Jeff Blesse, Fox Lake; George Chalifoux, Slave Lake 


<£aCuting t fz e. continuing aclzisoament± 
of tfiz atfcrz aitiiti — tda of oui tiziita, 

tZomfiCimznti of sSyCoia at 


g..c^l.*Matk E$.on 


^cjuit J2tA. 


Creations by r Berna 


Saluting the continuing achievements of all Native artists... 
from the management and staff 


Greyhound Canada 


Transportation Corp. 


"Canadians Serving Canada" 


Phone (780)420-2440 

Fax(780)425-7169 


Specializing in Wedding Gowns & Format Wear 
First Nations and M6tis Traditional and 
Contemporary/ Original Designs 
Custom Tailored Just For You 




Berna Beaulieu 

132 Borden Drive, P. O. Box 2942 
Yellowknife, NT XIA2R2 


Phone: (867) 873-2054 
Fax: (867) 920-4608 


WOOD HEAT . Wood is a renewable source of heat. 


CUT HEATING COSTS 


VALLEY COMFORT 



oil heat it does not contribute to global warming 


Blaz e 

m Gh® ic ® 

wt m 



THE VALLEY COMFORT 
MODEL VC95 WOOD HEATER 

The Valley Comfort automatic heater is 
the most efficient in It’s class. Over 40 
i of unmatched quality 


Keep the Home 
Fires Burning. 


FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU CONTACT: 
VALLEY COMFORT SYSTEMS & BLAZE KING 
1290 COMMERCIAL WAV, PENTICTON, B.C. V2A 3H5 

PHONE: (250)493-7444 


























































